THE PUGET SOUND ROCKET
Newsletter of the Puget Sound Olds Club
An Official Chapter of the Oldsmobile Club of America
OCTOBER 2013

Pictured above is the Brookfield Milwaukee Sheraton Hotel. On Oct. 17 and
18, your editor met with OCA President Jerry Wilson and Swap Meet
Chairman Everett Horton in Brookfield, WI to view and approve the site of the
2015 National Meet. As previously mentioned, this will be the first time in
OCA history that an OCA chapter has not been the host of the National Meet.
We have engaged the services of HelmsBriscoe, a convention management
company, to negotiate with the hotel on behalf of the OCA. The Brookfield
Convention Bureau will also assist in the scheduling of tours. In addition, the
Brookfield Convention Bureau is contributing $4000 for the operation of the
National Meet and will also submit a grant request to the State of Wisconsin
for additional funds that the state is willing to contribute. It is our belief that
with the support of these two organizations, the National Meet can be a huge
success. We will be requesting staffing of committees from the surrounding
OCA chapters. The hotel grounds are large enough to support over 350 cars.
The swap meet area and trailer parking area is immediately adjacent to the
show field. The 2015 National Meet will be a great one!
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Puget Sound Olds Club
2013
BOARD OF DIRECTORS
President
Nina Rogers
A New E-Mail For The Roger’s
ninaanjim@outlook.com
360.651-6246

Vice President
Ed Straw
ekstraw@comcast.net
425.485-3093

Secretary
Mary Lindholm
Lindholm.mary@gmail.com
425.337-4847

Treasurer
Kathi Straw
ekstraw@comcast.net
425.485-3093

Membership Chairpersons
Ed & Kathi Straw
ekstraw@comcast.net
425-485-3093

Newsletter Editor
Ed Konsmo
ekonsmo@msn.com
253.845-2288

President’s Message
Hi to all,
It seems summer is over, it seems the Washington
raindrops may have returned.
I hope everyone had a great summer; lots of car shows,
many hot days, with three 90+ degree days that were a
bit too much for me. Hope you all fared well.
I’m still in need of photos of your car and a short story
telling about how you found the car. I’m just not
receiving many – if you haven’t sent one, please take a
few minutes to come up with the info and help make the
book I’m putting together a great reflection on our club
and its members.
Has anyone found a place for our Christmas party? It
will be here before you know it.
If you have
suggestions, please bring info to the October meeting
so we can get this organized earlier, rather than later.
A big thank you to Ed Straw for his help with the
September meeting. Jim has had some medical
problems the last few months; hopefully he’s on the
mend now.
Hope we’ll see you at the October meeting, being held
at a new location, Maggie’s Restaurant, in Kent.
Driving instructions are on page 4.

OCA BOARD MEMBERS
Ed Konsmo, OCA Chief Judge

Nina Rogers
President

Erik Martinson, PNW Zone Director
Jamie Cox, PNW Zone Director

PSOC Website:
www.pugetsoundoldsclub.org
DEADLINE FOR SUBMITTAL TO THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER:
Information to be considered for submittal in to the newsletter needs to be received by the 25th of the month. Please
send your information as an e-mail or attach it to your e-mail in word document form. If you have problems or
questions, call Ed or Pam at 253-845-2288. Please e-mail your submittal to: ekonsmo@msn.com
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“BETWEEN THE BUMPERS” … By Ed Konsmo
Recently, Ned Peterson shared this information with his friends. It is something that
you might appreciate in dealing with requests for information from you on web sites.

Difference between http and https-- GREAT information!
Once in a while, there is something that comes down the pike that
is of real importance.
What is the difference between http and https?
Don't know how many of you are aware of this
difference, but it is worth reviewing for any who do not.
The main difference between http:// and https:// is all about keeping
you secure. HTTP stands for Hyper Text Transfer Protocol.
The S (big surprise) stands for "Secure." If you visit a
website or web page, and look at the address in the web
browser, it will likely begin with the following: http:///.
This means that the website is talking to your browser
using the regular "unsecured" language. In other words, it is
possible for someone to "eavesdrop" on your computer's
conversation with the website. If you fill out a form on the website,
someone might see the information you send to that site.
This is why you never ever enter your credit card number
in an http website! But if the web address begins with
https://, that basically means your computer is talking to
the website in a secure code that no one can eavesdrop on.

If a website ever asks you to enter your credit card
information, you should automatically look to see if the
web address begins with https://.
If it doesn't, you should NEVER enter sensitive information...
....such as a credit card number, SS #, etc.
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LET’S GET PERSONAL

OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS

Happy birthday to you all!!

Date
2
5
7
7
8
18
20
24
26
27
29
29
30

Name

Lives In

Gerald McCaughan
Darlene Wascher
Ed Straw
Kenneth Perreira
Doug Gillmer
Jamie Cox
John Hogan
Anne Wallis
Judy Iverson
Keith Bingham
Esther Thompson
Ben Nilsson
Mary Ellen Ferry

Des Moines, WA
Arlington, WA
Bothell, WA
Black Diamond, WA
Tacoma, WA
N. Saanich, B.C. Canada
Everett, WA
Bancroft, ONT Canada
Renton, WA
Covington, WA
Seattle, WA
Sequim, WA
Blaine, WA

UPCOMING CLUB MEETING HOSTS *
2013 MEETING HOST
October: Lunch at Maggie’s Restaurant
November: Jim & Nina Rogers
December: Christmas Party – no host

*Host provides refreshments
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MEMBER NOTES AND CHAPTER INFO
This page features notes of interest for and about our members. If you have something interesting to report,
please send an e-mail to your editor at ekonsmo@msn.com, or call and leave a message, 253-845-2288.

The October chapter meeting will be at Maggie’s Restaurant in Kent at
1:30 pm on Sunday, Oct. 6. 15 places will be reserved for lunch. This
restaurant is one of the most popular family owned restaurants in the Kent
Valley.
Please pay special note to the 1:30 pm time for the
meeting. There is another group that will be leaving about 1 pm that had
a prior reservation.
Maggie’s is located at 307 W. Meeker in Kent just a few blocks south of
the Kent Station. There is limited street parking but across the street is a
parking lot for salon customers and we have permission to park in the lot.

0

Last month we reported that Howard VonPressentin was in the hospital
and could not have visitors. Howard has been moved to the Ballard Care
& Rehab facility located at 820 NW 95th St., room 529, Seattle, WA 98117.
Howard can have visitors. Or, if you would like to send a “Get Well”
card, we are sure that Howard would appreciate that you are thinking
about him.
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MEETING MINUTES
OLDSMOBILE CLUB OF AMERICA
PUGET SOUND CHAPTER
September 1, 2013
MINUTES
Meeting called to order by Ed Straw, vice president.
Minutes of the May meeting were approved.
Treasurer's Report – Kathi Straw - report approved.
Zone Show Report
There were 39 cars in the show. The show resulted in a loss of $100 - $150.
2014 Zone Show
We need to select a date by the October meeting to get it in the NW Car Events Calendar.. Ed Straw will
check with Country Village to see if July 19 or 12 would be available.
Having a 50/50 drawing instead of a prize raffle was discussed. Ed Konsmo will send out e-mail reminders
and include articles in the newsletter to encourage participation. Our email address will be included in the
show flyer.
LeMay Open House August 30, 2014 – Ed Konsmo – Ed suggested having our meeting there.
Buick Nationals – July 23-27, 2014 – Hugh Russell – The event will be held at Jantzen Beach, Portland.
Zone Director – Erik Martinson – Erik will not be continuing as zone director.
Griot's Garage - Ed Konsmo – Ed will contact them about meeting there.
Meeting Host – Ned Peterson
Raffle Results
$25 – Hugh Russell
Flashlight – Mary Lindholm
Emergency tool kit – Erik Martinson
Glass cleaner – Ed Straw
Car Shine – Hugh Russell
Float charger – Ed Straw
Hats – Pam Konsmo, Mary Lindholm, Erik Martinson
Car wash – Hugh Russell
Mystery envelope – Erik Martinson
Socket set – Ed Straw

Puget Sound Oldsmobile Club – October 2013

6

Here’s my ride…..from Lambrecht Chev
It is not often that we feature other than Oldsmobiles in this column. However, the auction of dozens of
Chevs from the Lambrecht Auto Co. dealership with some showing only one mile on the odometer was too
good not to share.

PIERCE, Neb. (AP) — A handful of barely driven vintage Chevrolets fetched more than half a million dollars
on Saturday at an auction that drew thousands of car buffs from around the world to a small northeast
Nebraska town.
Bidders and gawkers crowded shoulder-to-shoulder for the auction in a muddy field just west of Pierce, a
town of about 1,800. Spectators in helicopters and airplanes circled overhead as the lead auctioneer, Yvette
VanDerBrink, inched down the auction line on a wooden platform hauled by a pickup. Event organizers said
an estimated 10,000 people traveled from as far as Norway and Brazil to see the sale in person, and more than
3,800 had registered online to bid at an auction website by mid-day Saturday.
The auction of more than 500 old cars and pickups was expected to continue on Sunday. Organizers said they
hadn't yet totaled the bids for the roughly 50 most high-profile, low-mileage classic cars and trucks, which
were auctioned on Saturday. As of midday, six of the most valuable models had sold for a combined
$545,000.
The collection belonged to Ray Lambrecht and his wife, Mildred, who ran a Chevrolet dealership in
downtown Pierce for five decades before retiring in 1996. Unlike most dealers, Ray Lambrecht stashed many
of his unsold cars in a warehouse, at his farm and other spots around town if they didn't sell in the first year.
=The first vehicle sold — a sky-blue, 1958 Chevy Cameo pickup driven 1.3 miles — secured the largest bid
at $140,000. Another bidder spent $97,500 on a red and white 1963 Impala with 11.4 miles on its odometer,
the manufacturer's plastic on the seat and a yellow typewritten window sticker displaying its original price:
$3,254.70.
Lyle Buckhouse, a retired farmer from Hankerson, N.D., poked his head Saturday into a 1963 Chevy Corvair
with 17.2 miles on the odometer. Moments later, the self-proclaimed "Corvair guy" was hunting eagerly for
the bidder-registration tent.
"This is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity," Buckhouse said. "That's why I came down here. You just don't
know what you're going to see.”
Bob Esler, the owner of Bob's Garage in Westfield, Ind., bought a four-door 1964 Bel Air station wagon for
$30,000. The car had 326 miles. "This is one of the cars that I had my eyes on," Esler said, as he leaned
against his new purchase. "I want to use it to haul all of my customers around."
Continued on page 8
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Continued from page 7
"How are you getting it back home?" a friend asked. Esler shrugged. "I haven't figured that out yet," he said.
Preparations for the two-day auction began in June. VanDerBrink, the auctioneer, said she took calls from as
far as Iceland, Singapore and Brazil before the event.
The two least-driven cars, a 1959 Bel Air and a 1960 Corvair Monza, have one mile on their odometer. The
oldest vehicle with fewer than 20 miles dates to 1958; the newest is a 1980 Monza with nine miles.
Some bidders used the auction to hunt for rare parts for their collector cars and trucks, while others came to
watch the spectacle.
"What drew us here as much as anything was the story," said Ernie Turcotte, who drove with his son, Jeff,
from central Massachusetts to look for fenders and running boards for his 1955 Ford F-100. "I don't
understand how it even happened. But here they are."
Ray Lambrecht opened the downtown dealership with his uncle in 1946, on the corner of Main Street and
Nebraska Highway 13. The U.S. Army veteran quickly established himself as an unusual salesman: He gave
his lowest price up front, without negotiation, and encouraged hagglers to try to find a better deal elsewhere.
In 1954, he drove then-Gov. Robert Crosby down Main Street in a parade celebrating the 100-year
anniversary of Nebraska as a territory.
The most valuable vehicles were stored for decades at a nearby warehouse, until a heavy snow collapsed the
roof. Some were damaged, but many were saved and moved elsewhere. The models at the dealership were
among the best preserved, even as the building gave way to bats and holes in the roof.
Ray and his wife, Mildred, retired in 1996. Ray, 95, and Mildred, 92, still live in Pierce, but their health has
declined. They decided to sell the collection so others could enjoy the cars and pickups, said their daughter,
Jeannie Stillwell, who lives in Florida.
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Swap Meets & Shows to attend in October & November
These are the last scheduled shows and swap meets of the year
OCT 8

Ferndale, WA; 40th Anniversary Classic Car Show in Ferndale
Hovander Homestead Park, I-5 Exit 262, 5288 Neilson Ave., Ferndale,
WA; 9am – 3pm; No Adm. Fee; Reg. Fee - $20; The Whatcom County
The Studebaker Driver; 360-312-0758; bkcurtis@yahoo.com

OCT 10

Tacoma, WA; ACM Coffee Cruise-In
LeMay America’s Car Museum, 2702 East D Street, Tacoma, WA 98421
5pm – 8pm; LeMay America’s Car Museum; 425-246-5222;
wlubow@lemaymuseum.org; www.lemaymuseum.org; “Free Event – does
Not include admission to the Museum.”

OCT 12-13 Monroe, WA; 45th Annual Monroe Swap Meet
Evergreen State Fairgrounds, 14405 179th Ave SE, Monroe, WA 98272;
8am – 5pm; 8am – 3pm; No Adm. Fee; Reg. Fee - $40; Antique
Automobile Restorers Club; 360-738-4683; info@aarcbellingham.org;
www.aarcbellingham.com Your editor will be in Bldg. 607
NOV 2-3

Bremerton, WA; Bremerton Swap Meet
Kitsap County Fairgrounds, 1200 NW Fairgrounds Road, Bremerton, WA
98311; 8am – 5pm; 8am – 2pm; Adm. Fee - $5; Olympic Vintage Auto
Club; www.ovac.us

NOV 16

Albany, OR; Albany Indoor Swap Meet
Linn County Exposition Center, Knox Butte Ave. Albany, OR 97322;
Starts at 8am; Adm. Fee - $5; Reg. Fee - $30; Enduring A’s;
541-928-1218; topogo@msn.com

_______________
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Future Oldsmobile National Meets
2014 - July 30-Aug 3; Cincinnati, OH; Holiday Inn Suites;
Hosted by The Greater Cincinnati/Northern Kentucky Chapter.
2015 - July 22-26; Brookfield, WI; Brookfield Milwaukee Sheraton Hotel;
Hosted by the Olds Club of America
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CLASSIFIED – For Sale/Leads & Needs
CLASSIFIEDS
CLASSIFIEDS:
FIEDS: Classified ads are free, unlimited words, within reason. Ads will ONLY run for three consecutive
months unless renewal is requested. Please submit your classified advertisement in electronic format by the 20th of
the month to ekonsmo@msn.com.

FOR SALE:
•
•
•
•

•
•
•

•

1954 Hood lower front lip molding, $275. Hood Rocket $275; both show quality re-plated, never installed.
Package price $525. Don Monroe 253 566-8488. (1)
1955 “98” four-door hardtop. Parting out full power car, including: padded dash, all trim, glass, autronic eye,
carburetor, cores, and gas tank. What do you need? Call Don 253 566-8488 or don.monroe@comcast.net (1)
1956 324 Motor, 2 barrel manifold with ’56 HydraMatic. Core motor complete w/heads; 371 Tri-Power
Manifold, $100; Erik Martinson 425-433-6480 (3)
1957 Super 88 2 door hardtop, 371 4bbl, automatic trans., Banff Blue and three tone interior: light blue, dark
blue and white. No rust, very clean. Asking $38,000, OBO. (206) 284-4920 ask for Tom
tomietwotone@gmail.com (3)
1957 Olds parts and tires - Four P225R75/15 w/ 1” ww tires on rims. Call Ed Booth (253) 752-6158 (2)
1979 Olds engine and transmission. $250.00. Call Howard (206) 782-1393 (1)
Offy Dual 4-barrel Manifold with two Holley Carbs for 400-455 Olds, $400. Jim Long 360 893-8293 (2)
1997 Aurora – Teal color; 78,000 miles; Show condition; For info call Blair Eastman, call 206-999-3256 or email ecarole1@comcast.net (3)

NEEDS: Need: radiator shroud for ’58. Call Erik (425) 433-6480 (3)
Need: Emergency brake switch and flasher for ’53-’55. Ken Thompson 206 930-1741 or 106
932-8898 (1)
Need: Air control unit for ’65 “98”. Call Art Gamash 360 683-4749 (2)
LEADS: 14” Hub Caps – Four in VG condition - $20 each; Call Don Lee at 360-928-2466 (1)
IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING ADS: A number at the end of each listing indicates how many
months the ad has already run. If you have a THREE after your ad, you need to contact us if you wish to
renew the ad for following issues.
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“PARTING SHOT”
Really Interesting Bit of Car History

Hours after Pearl Harbor on December 7, 1941, the Secret Service found themselves in a bind. President
Franklin D. Roosevelt was to give his infamy speech to Congress the next day, and although the trip from the
White House to Capitol Hill was short, agents weren’t sure how to transport him safely.
At the time, Federal Law prohibited buying any cars that cost more than $750, so they would have to get
clearance from Congress to do that, and nobody had time for that.
One of the Secret Service members, however, discovered that the US Treasury had seized the bulletproof car
that mobster Al Capone owned when he was sent to jail in 1931. They cleaned it, made sure it was running fine
and had it ready for the President the day after.
And run properly it did. Capone’s car was a sight to behold. It had been painted black and green so as to look
identical to Chicago’s police cars at the time. It also had a specially installed siren and flashing lights hidden
behind the grille, along with a police scanner radio. To top it off, the gangster’s 1928 Cadillac 341A Town Sedan
had 3,000 pounds of armor and inch-thick bulletproof windows. Mechanics are said to have cleaned and
checked each feature of the Caddy well into the night of December 7th, to make sure that it would run properly
the next day for the Commander in Chief.
The car was sold at an auction price of $341,000 in 2012.
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